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Learn and Relearn

As we begin a new year we
look forward to growing and
learning new things in 2012.
Michelangelo once said after
turning 85, “I am still learning.”
As positive as learning new
things in our spiritual life and in
life in general might be, you
might ask yourself if there is any-
thing you need to unlearn. I
think | unconsciously absorbed
certain “lessons” from society,
my family, or from my education.
These are things | now need to
unlearn. Things like males have
more clout than females, Anglos
have privilege and being middle
class is the fulfilment of the king-
dom of God. Someone who is
not in the church told me about
their yearly trip in their motor
home. The man said that he
stays at motor home parks
across the U.S. and if a motor
home pulls up next to him he
nods a hello! He does this only if
the motor home owner has a half
million dollar vehicle. If the vehi-
cle is less than that he won'’t give
them the time of day. Sometimes
we don’t give people the time of
day unless they are like “us” or
our equal. This man is missing
out on the opportunity of learning
or experiencing anything new
when he is out on the road be-
cause he has tunnel vision.

Our Lord Jesus always had a
wide perspective. Think of his in-
teraction with the Samaritan
woman. As a female of that day
and time she was not “supposed”
to address Jesus. She was from
a different culture and she had a
different religion. Jesus gave
her the time of day and she
learned something profound and
enduring from her encounter with
Jesus.

When | think of the subtle les-
sons | have learned about how to
treat the diversity of people
around me | confront my own
smallness, and my own stigmas. |
realize | have to unlearn certain
things. St. Augustine once wrote,
in his “confessions:”

You were within, but | was
without. You were with me,
but | was not with you. So
you called, you shouted, you
broke through my deafness,
you flared, blazed and ban-
ished my blindness, you lav-
ished your fragrance, and |
gasped.

As we enter into this new year
may God give us the great gifts of
wisdom, discernment and insight.
God calls us to both learning and
relearning.

Pastor Ron
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Thought s

Pastor Ron Geikow

Someone recently said
that going to church can be
compared to a “Tips for the
road” book. We are all on a
journey towards God.
Sometimes we have a flat or
need to recharge our batter-
ies. Sometimes we need to
call for “roadside assis-
tance.” At times we break
down and need to be hauled
in. We veer off the road, we
get lost, we think we are tak-
ing a short cut and get con-
fused. We can go on a free-
way route or take surface
streets which is to say some
saintly souls may seem to
find a quicker route toward
God.

We at times look at an
image — a material resource
but some have a satellite

system for guidance. Some of
us prefer the written word of
the Bible as our map. Some
are more experiential or intui-
tive and reach out to God
through the air waves. There
are people who take a detour
and others just plain wander
all over the place with a
sense of aimlessness.

| like the occasional
bumper sticker that says
AGod i s-piny oliffero

ent denominations or religions
seem to chart different
courses but we all seem to be
after the same questions,
‘how do we make sense of
life? Why are we here? How
can we find meaning?”

Luther seemed to have a
wonderfully modern under-
standing of faith. At times he
seems confident and certain.

From T

At times he ran into doubts,
uncertainty, or ambiguity. He
was honest to God and able
to live with some questions
unanswered or lacking per-
fect clarity.

As we go through our pil-
grimages on this earth, as we
are on route toward God may
we know that we are not
alone. Christ is our brother,
our guide, our friend, our
companion and he knows the

way. He is the great path-
finder and we are never
abandoned. He has prom-

ised to be the good shepherd
and we will, with his help ar-
rive at our destination.

N

/A

ANNUAL MEETING TIME

IS HERE AGAIN!

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR REPORTS
TO YOUR CHURCH OFFICE PROMTLY

IPOP

Sunday, January 29 11:30 a.m.

Followed by Sandwich Sunday

FAITH

Sunday, February 12 10:00 a.m.
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January Lectionary

January 1

Name of Jesus
Numbers 6:22-27

January 22

3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5,10

Psalm 8 Psalm 62:5-12

Galatians 4:4-7 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Luke 2:5-11 Mark 1:14-20

January 8 January 15 January 29

Baptism of Our Lord 2nd Sunday After Epiphany 4th Sunday After Epiphany

Genesis 1:1-5 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Psalm 29 Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 Psalm 111

Acts 19:1-7 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Mark 1:4-11 John 1:43-51 Mark 1:21-28

[POP Servants for January

As of the press date, there were no servants volunteered for service for the month of
January. If you are called by the Holy Spirit to serve your church family, please see
Amalia Schocken or use the signup sheets available in the parish hall.

January Celebrations

Birthdays
1 Anita Clinkscales 18 Rob Fritz
8 Roger Wagner 25 Linda Lubitz
12 Mary Hougard 27 Leah Ritz
15  Bruce Miller 26 Doris Wilder
17 RosalLee Fabricius 30 Hunter Stepp . .
—— Anniversaries
\é = 1 Roy & Melissa Burke
< y 29 Bill & Joanne Gosen
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Notes firom the IPOP President

Mary Hougard

Happy New Year to
you!! |, for one, am looking
forward to what this year will
bring. This last year has
been a bit challenging for our
two congregations. But, with
the Lord's grace, we have
made it through. This year
may very well bring us a new
pastor. A new pastor to work
with us and deliver God's
message each week. | am
full of great anticipation! |
truly enjoy watching the Lord
work. With a new pastor we
will be brought into a new
spiritual place in our services,
and | am not just referring to
our church services. We
reach out in many different
services in our community
and | look forward to having a
pastor that is involved in
these things and hopefully
some new ways this coming
year.

This has been a year of
personal growth for me. |
have sought the Lord's help

and guidance in this past year
more than at any other time in
my life. The good news is
that He not only heard me,
He gave me very clear direc-
tion. It is always amazing to
me how His help to me does-
n't just help me, it helps a
whole realm of people in a
way | would never have
thought of myself. He is mag-
nificent, powerful, loving, for-
giving, attentive......... | have
a difficult time with waiting on
Him doing things in His
time. | often think that our
Lord is a procrastina-
tor. When | am waiting upon
Him to do things in His time it
seems He likes to make me
wait until the last possible
minute. This reminds me of
the calling process we are
going through for a new pas-
tor. We must pray continu-
ously about this. We must
listen. We must be still. We
must wait upon Him in His
time. We must also go wher-
ever He leads us. The two

possible candidates that the
committee is talking to may
not either one be the right
person for us. We must keep
remembering this. In the
scriptures the Lord made
promises to people and al-
ways kept them, but it usually
took hundreds of years and
many generations to pass be-
fore those promises became
reality.

We live in a world of peo-
ple rushing, wanting things
right now, picking up fast food
to eat because there isn't
enough time to cook a meal
between activities, and imme-
diate gratification. But, we
are to be in the world, not of
the world. Let us not rush
into selecting a new pastor if
we do not feel led to select
one of the two that we have
been presented with. Be pa-
tient and wait upon the
Lord. He will provide and an-
swer our prayers in ways that
will be amazing.

Bea Chambers

With the holidays now only a
memory, the gourmands of the Lu-
theran Parish Supper Club will
meet on Friday, January 20 begin-
ning at 6 PM at the Carrow’s Res-
taurant on the highway in Yucca

Valley.

Each month the Supper Club
visits a different restaurant some-

Supper Club

where in the Morongo Basin. All

members of both congregations
are encouraged to join this dutch
treat evening of food, fun and fel-
lowship.

If you have a favorite dining

place that can seat 15-25 people
please let me know so we can
get it on the schedule.




PAGE 3

CHAPTER & VERSE

PAGE 5

]E\vaunug(ellﬁsmnl Express

Bea Chambers

Mission strategists tell
us a sobering truth about
visitors who enter our
church building for the first
time: within minutes they
will sense whether they are
ever likely to return. Before
they read our brochures or
attend our most spirit lead
liturgy, they have already
‘read” our sacred space. Is
it hospitable, threatening, or
bland to the point of being
mind numbing? Might life’s
meaning be found here?
Could life giving relation-
ships be possible here?
These are serious questions
and in a culture fixated on
instant answers, instant ac-
cess, and instant gratifica-
tion, the pattern is not or
should not be surprising,
even if it is disturbing.

On the other hand,
church historians, liturgical
scholars, architects, and art-
ists alike all remind us that
at their best church build-
ings can lead us to God in
our midst and beyond our
telling, revealing in time a
gospel—formed community
of holy people. To discover
this connection does in fact,
take time, for it has to do
with  relationship, and
therein lies the tension. Do
we fashion a place of hospi-
table welcome to the visitor
while ensuring that the
same spaces over time,
have the ability to shape us

all into God’s holy people?
Do we show ourselves to the
best advantage?

During this season of
Epiphany, God the Father
does what all new parents do,
he shows off the baby. But
he does it in a way that no
other new parent can, God
lowers a star into the heavens
to show off Jesus’ birth to
the cosmos.

Watching the cosmos are
the magi. Part of the reason
for showing off is to show oth-
ers up, not an attractive be-
havior when we engage in it.
But what God’s showing off
shows up in the magi is their
yearning for something more:
more than what they discern
about life and its meaning
from plotting the movement of
the planets and stars. Call it
a desire for God. The Bible

does not tread lightly on
these new age questers,
these horoscope readers.

The prophet Jeremiah says,
“Thus says the Lord: Do not
learn the way of the nations
or be dismayed at the signs
of the heavens...for the cus-
toms of the peoples are
false...Their idols are like
scarecrows in a cucumber
field...Do not be afraid of
them, for they cannot do evil,
nor is it in them to do good.
(Jer 10:2-3,5).

God’s showing off also
shows up some unpleasant
things. For starters, the Magi
went astray. They got lost.

Despite the unconventional
star, and all their collected
wisdom, they reveal a very
conventional notion about
power and where they think
kings should be born. They
meander into Jerusalem and
Herod’s palace. Even Herod
plays mind games with them.
Were they so naive as to
think Herod was interested in
paying homage to a rival
king? Power corrupts, or so
they say. Herod proves this
to be true, but was it his
power that corrupted him, or
his fear of losing it?

And when the Magi finally
found the Christ Child? What
did they show off? Joy! They
knelt down. They opened to
the child gifts fit for royalty.
Joy, worship, offering are the
response of the faithful. And
then they returned home. Did
they go back to Star gazing?
Not likely. They returned as
we return every week to infil-
trate those places where
Herod like authority is prac-
ticed: neighborhood, work,
school, and family. We are
redeployed by God to prac-
tice God’s brand of redeemed
authority. We are called to
share our joy with those
around us, to invite friends to
share in our worship and to
offer ourselves as offerings.
Let us strive to show off our
faith and worship space as
apart of our redeemed grace.
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January Prayer Concermns

Adelina \ Meta Kraemer

Rita Andrews \ Susan Lunn & Family
Terry Andrews Richard Lutz

Duey Benedict \- \/( Anita Maldonada

Wayne Blackwill
Tammy Bucklin
George Bumpass
Rhonda Kauer Dalton
Robert Discus

Mandy Mitruk

Jeanine Moore

Ardella Monroe

Dorthy Ornelas

Carol Rondeau & Family

Dillon Karen Sorensen
Juan Duran Carol Hertel Cindy Steffler
Debbie G. Helen Johnson Lydia Stoecklein
Mallory Gillmore Elva Kauer Britta Suggs
Ginger Martha Kauer Betty Treasure
Nancy Green Susan Kennedy Betty Tremblay
Gary Godward Kevin and Juli Rosalie Ventura
Birdie Harris Peggy King Doris Wilder

Annual Meetings

IPOP Sunday, January 29 11:30 a.m. FAITH Sunday, February 12 10:00 a.m.

Followed by Sandwich Sunday Followed by a Pancake Breakfast

) )
Where Have You Been?

| have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't go there alone. You
have to be in Cahoots with someone.

I've also never been in Cognito. | hear no one recognizes you there.

| have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. | have made
several trips there, thanks to my friends and family.

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical activity any-
more.

| have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often.
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and | go there more often as I'm getting older.

One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the
old heart! At my age | need all the stimuli | can get!

And, sometimes | think | am in Vincible but life shows me | am not!
| have been in Deep dodo many times; the older | get, the easier it is to get there.
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Eplphany means to understand, to be aware of some-
thing
ing human. We will celebrate six Sundays of Epiphany be-
fore we begin the season of Lent. During the season of
Epi phany we wil/ l earn what

God. 6

new. |t al so means Omahni

i1
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The Morongo Basin Lutheran

Parish is a cooperative effort of Faith
Lutheran Church and Immanuel Prince
of Peace Lutheran Church. Serving the
entire Morongo Basin, the parish offers
worship, education, outreach, fellow-
ship, and study opportunities firmly
based in the Word of God. Pastoral
care and counseling are provided by
the Reverend Ron Geikow. Come and
share the miracle of faith!




